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Abstract

Indonesia is known as a multicultural country with a
diversity of religions, ethnic groups, cultures, and
Tolerance, languages. This diversity is a valuable national asset, but it
Religion, also presents challenges in maintaining the nation’s unity
Interfaith Harmony, and cohesion. Therefore, the application of values of
Diversity, interfaith tolerance is a strategic step toward achieving a
harmonious social life. Religious tolerance can be defined
as an attitude of respect, appreciation, and granting
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freedom to every individual to practice their religious
teachings and perform worship in accordance with their
beliefs, without any discriminatory actions or coercion.
This study aims to analyze the importance of promoting
interfaith tolerance in fostering social harmony and to
identify various factors influencing its implementation
within communities. The approach employed is a literature
review through the analysis of various scholarly sources,
such as journals, books, and relevant research reports.
Based on the findings, interfaith tolerance makes a
significant contribution to minimizing the potential for
social  conflict, strengthening national integration,
enhancing solidarity among communities, and supporting
the achievement of sustainable national development.
Furthermore, education, effective communication among
religious groups, and government support are key factors
that play a role in strengthening a culture of tolerance in
Indonesia
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INTRODUCTION

Indonesia is one of the most diverse countries in the world. This diversity is
reflected in the variety of ethnic groups, cultures, languages, and religions that
characterize Indonesian society. This reality aligns with the motto “Bhinneka Tunggal
Ika,” which affirms that diversity is an integral part of the nation’s identity, yet the
nation remains united as one. In social life, followers of various religions—such as
Islam, Protestant Christianity, Catholicism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and
other belief systems recognized by the state—Ilive side by side. This reality positions
Indonesia as one of the world’s largest multicultural nations, necessitating a strong
commitment to maintaining social harmony amid these differences. On the one hand,
religious diversity serves as a form of social capital that enriches the national identity;
on the other hand, it can give rise to potential conflicts if not balanced by mutual respect
and tolerance.

In this context, interfaith tolerance plays a crucial role as the foundation for
creating a peaceful society. Tolerance is not only understood as acceptance of the
existence of followers of other religions, but also as respect for every individual’s right
to practice their faith and worship in accordance with their beliefs, free from
discrimination or coercion. In a pluralistic society, the practice of tolerance can reduce
prejudice, prevent discriminatory actions, and minimize the potential for conflict
triggered by differences in belief. Furthermore, mutual respect fosters positive social
interaction, strengthens interfaith cooperation, and creates harmonious relationships in
daily life. Research on tolerance indicates that respect for diversity of beliefs is a key
element in fostering social harmony while strengthening cohesion in a diverse society
(Wulandari et al., 2024).

In recent years, discussions on religious tolerance have garnered increasing
attention due to the continued presence of various forms of intolerance in several
regions of Indonesia. Advances in information technology and social media have also
influenced the dynamics of interfaith relations. The rise of digital media offers
opportunities to expand education, strengthen communication, and open spaces for
interfaith dialogue. However, on the other hand, digital platforms also have the potential
to be exploited to spread hate speech, incitement, or information that could trigger
conflict within society. Research on the spread of hate speech in Indonesia indicates that
an increase in intolerant content in the digital sphere can disrupt social harmony if not
addressed through appropriate measures (Susanto et al., 2025).

Nevertheless, various studies reveal that Indonesian society possesses strong
social capital in maintaining harmonious interfaith relations. Local cultural values, the
spirit of mutual cooperation, the tradition of deliberation, and the customs of
coexistence that have developed in various regions have proven to play a role in
strengthening ties among communities of different faiths. Local wisdom is not only
valuable as a cultural heritage but also serves as an effective means of communication
for fostering mutual respect and strengthening social solidarity. Research on interfaith
communication indicates that communities capable of preserving local cultural values
tend to exhibit higher levels of tolerance, thereby enabling social life to unfold more
harmoniously (Gede Agung et al., 2024).

In addition to cultural factors, education also plays a very significant role in
instilling values of tolerance from an early age. An inclusive educational environment
can shape students’ character so that they develop an attitude of respect for differences
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and are able to interact positively with individuals from diverse religious backgrounds.
Various studies at the elementary school level in Indonesia show

that the implementation of inclusive education and respect for religious diversity
can enhance attitudes of tolerance while creating a conducive learning environment.
Thus, education in tolerance serves as a long-term investment in preparing a generation
capable of maintaining national unity within a diverse society (Muhammad Wafa,
2024).

Efforts to strengthen interfaith tolerance are also supported by various initiatives
undertaken by the government, religious leaders, and civil society organizations. A
range of programs promoting religious moderation and interfaith dialogue have been
implemented to strengthen national harmony. In fact, Indonesia is often held up as an
example of religious moderation at the international level through its participation in
various interfaith cooperation forums that emphasize the importance of peace, human
brotherhood, and respect for diversity. These conditions demonstrate that tolerance not
only serves as a necessity in social life but also constitutes one of the key assets for
maintaining national stability and supporting sustainable development.

Based on the above discussion, interfaith tolerance is a crucial component in
maintaining harmony, strengthening unity, and fostering social stability in Indonesia.
The ability of society to manage diversity through mutual respect will be crucial in
realizing a safe, peaceful, and harmonious life. Therefore, research on interfaith
tolerance remains relevant to understand the factors that support the creation of social
harmony while formulating various efforts to strengthen the implementation of the
values of tolerance within the community, national life, and the administration of state
affairs.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Interfaith Tolerance

Interfaith tolerance is a value that emphasizes respect for individuals and groups
with different beliefs without diminishing a person’s commitment to their own religious
teachings. In a diverse society, tolerance is a vital element in fostering a peaceful,
harmonious, and inclusive social environment. The concept of tolerance does not mean
equating all religious teachings, but rather recognizing everyone’s right to practice their
religion and live out their beliefs freely without experiencing discrimination, pressure,
or acts of violence. Therefore, tolerance is viewed as a form of appreciation for diversity
that plays a role in maintaining the balance of multicultural society while strengthening
relationships between groups of different faiths by reducing social prejudice.

The practice of religious tolerance is not merely reflected in a passive acceptance
of differences but is also manifested through various concrete actions that foster positive
social relationships. Examples of its implementation include interfaith dialogue,
collaboration in social activities, respect for the religious practices of others, and
refraining from imposing one’s beliefs on others. Furthermore, a willingness to help
others regardless of their religious background demonstrates a genuine practice of
tolerance in daily life. Communities that are able to implement these values generally
enjoy more harmonious social relationships and a stronger sense of solidarity (Al
Hasanah & Pujilestari, 2024).
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Interfaith Harmony

Interfaith harmony is a social condition characterized by relationships founded
on mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation among adherents of different
religions. Harmony is not merely defined as the absence of conflict but also reflects the
creation of harmonious, productive, and mutually beneficial interactions while
respecting every individual’s right to practice their religious teachings. Therefore, the
level of religious harmony serves as a key indicator of a society’s success in managing
its diversity (Daryana, 2024).

For Indonesia, with its multicultural society, interfaith harmony plays a highly
strategic role in maintaining social stability while strengthening national unity. Efforts
to achieve this can be made through interfaith dialogue, joint social activities, a culture
of mutual cooperation, and interactions that foster mutual trust among groups of
different faiths. Open communication among people of different faiths can enhance
understanding, reduce prejudice, and strengthen harmony in community life. Thus,
interfaith harmony serves as the cornerstone for building a peaceful, prosperous society
capable of living together in harmony (Chudzaifah et al., 2024). In addition to
maintaining social stability, interfaith harmony also contributes to the success of
national development. Conducive social relations enable people from diverse religious
backgrounds to collaborate in various fields without being hindered by differences in
belief. Therefore, efforts to strengthen interfaith harmony must continue through
education, community outreach, and public policies that support the creation of a
peaceful and mutually respectful religious life.

Diversity in Indonesian Society

Diversity is an inherent characteristic of Indonesian society. As an archipelago
comprising thousands of islands and hundreds of ethnic groups, Indonesia exhibits a
high degree of diversity in terms of religion, culture, language, customs, and social
value systems. From a religious perspective, Indonesian society consists of followers of
various faiths who live side by side with the guarantee of equal rights to practice their
beliefs in accordance with constitutional provisions. This reality is part of the national
identity reflected in the motto “Bhinneka Tunggal Ika,” which affirms that unity can
still be achieved amidst diverse differences.

In sociological studies, diversity can lead to two distinct outcomes. If not
managed properly, differences have the potential to give rise to prejudice,
discrimination, and even intergroup conflict. Conversely, when supported by the
practice of tolerance, respect for differences, and social solidarity, diversity becomes a
form of social capital capable of strengthening social integration. Therefore, pluralism
and tolerance are viewed as essential elements in fostering a harmonious society while
preventing social disintegration caused by religious or cultural differences (Septyadini
et al., 2024).

Furthermore, diversity offers significant benefits for the development of a
society’s social and cultural life. Interactions among groups with different backgrounds
open opportunities for the exchange of knowledge, experiences, and cultural values that
enrich communal life. Thus, diversity must be viewed as a national asset that must be
safeguarded by strengthening attitudes of tolerance, respect for differences, and a
commitment to maintaining national unity.
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The Theory of Social Integration

The theory of social integration explains that a society will achieve stability
when its members share a common understanding of the values that guide their
interactions. Social integration is the process of uniting individuals and groups from
diverse backgrounds into an interconnected, organized social system that supports the
achievement of shared goals. In a multicultural society like Indonesia, social integration
plays a crucial role in maintaining balanced interfaith, interethnic, and intercultural
relations. Values such as tolerance, solidarity, cooperation, and respect for human rights
serve as the primary foundation for building this integration.

In a religiously diverse society, tolerance plays a vital role in strengthening
social integration. Communities that uphold the value of tolerance tend to more readily
accept diversity as part of social reality, thereby fostering harmonious relationships with
other groups. Various studies on interfaith tolerance indicate that effective
communication and positive interactions among religious groups can strengthen social
cohesion while reducing the likelihood of conflicts triggered by differences in religious
identity.

Social integration does not require each group to abandon its own identity.
Rather, this theory emphasizes the importance of all members of society being willing
to respect the existence of other groups, adhere to shared norms, and participate in
maintaining social order. With strong social integration, people can live side by side in
peace, support one another, and work together to achieve common goals as part of
national life. Therefore, interfaith tolerance is one of the key prerequisites for creating
sustainable social integration in Indonesia.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study employs a literature review as the primary approach to examine
various theories, concepts, and research findings related to interfaith tolerance. This
approach was chosen because it provides a comprehensive overview of the phenomenon
of religious tolerance through the utilization of existing scholarly publications. By using
a literature review, the researcher can trace the development of previous research,
identify gaps in existing studies, and build a strong conceptual foundation to explain the
importance of tolerance in a multicultural society.

The data used in this study consists of secondary data sourced from various
academic references relevant to the research focus. These sources include national and
international scientific journals, reference books, academic articles, seminar
proceedings, research reports, official government documents, and various other
scholarly publications discussing interfaith tolerance, social harmony, societal diversity,
and social integration. To ensure the relevance of the information, priority was given to
literature published within the last five years so that it could provide a more up-to-date
representation of developments in social conditions.

Data collection was conducted through several systematically organized stages.
The initial stage involved literature identification—the process of searching for various
scientific sources relevant to the research topic through several academic databases,
such as Google Scholar, Garuda, DOAJ, SINTA, and various other scientific journal
repositories. Several keywords were used in this search process, including religious
tolerance, interfaith harmony, religious pluralism, religious moderation, and social
integration, to obtain references that align with the scope of the research.
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The next stage is literature screening. At this stage, all references obtained are
evaluated based on their thematic relevance, the quality of the publications, and their
relevance to the research objectives. Literature that has no direct connection to the focus
of the study or does not meet academic standards is excluded from the analysis process.
Next, each selected source is critically analyzed to identify key concepts, findings from
previous research, and various factors influencing the development of interfaith
tolerance.

The next stage involved data analysis using a qualitative descriptive approach.
All information obtained from the various references was then grouped according to
specific themes, such as the concept of tolerance, factors supporting religious harmony,
challenges in implementing tolerance, and the roles of society and the government in
maintaining social harmony. The analysis process involves comparing, interpreting, and
synthesizing the results of previous studies to produce a more comprehensive
understanding of the phenomenon that is the focus of this research.

The final stage of the research is the formulation of conclusions based on the
synthesis of all the analyzed literature. These conclusions are formulated to provide a
complete picture of the importance of interfaith tolerance in Indonesian society.
Through the application of the literature review method, this study is expected to enrich
the theoretical understanding of the role of tolerance in building social harmony,
strengthening national unity, and supporting the creation of a peaceful, harmonious
society capable of coexisting amidst Indonesia’s religious diversity.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Importance of Interfaith Tolerance

Interfaith tolerance is one of the main pillars in maintaining Indonesian society,
which is characterized by a high degree of religious, cultural, tribal, and ethnic
diversity. In a multicultural society, differences in belief are an inseparable part of
social life. Therefore, an attitude of mutual respect, appreciation, and acceptance of
diversity is necessary so that relationships among communities can proceed peacefully
and harmoniously. The practice of tolerance serves as a means to strengthen
relationships between individuals and groups with different religious backgrounds,
thereby creating a safe, peaceful, and mutually supportive environment. Thus, tolerance
is not only a moral value but also a social necessity that serves to maintain social
stability and strengthen interfaith harmony in Indonesia. Differences in belief should be
viewed as a social asset that can strengthen communal life when managed through an
attitude of mutual respect (Koto et al., 2025).

The value of tolerance is also closely linked to efforts to maintain national unity
and integrity. As a nation founded on Pancasila, Indonesia upholds unity as one of the
fundamental principles of national life. A tolerant attitude enables every citizen to
coexist peacefully without allowing religious differences to become a barrier to building
social relationships. Respect for

this diversity can reduce the potential for conflict triggered by differences in
belief while simultaneously strengthening national integration. Furthermore, managing
religious pluralism through the application of the value of tolerance contributes to
building strong social cohesion, thereby ensuring the sustainable stability of society. A
harmonious way of life ultimately has a positive impact on the development of a
nation’s social, economic, and political sectors (Hutabarat, 2023).
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In addition to strengthening national unity, interfaith tolerance plays a crucial
role in fostering social harmony at the community level. Harmony is not merely
characterized by the absence of conflict but is also reflected in positive interactions,
cooperation, and solidarity among groups with differing beliefs. In everyday life,
tolerance is demonstrated through respect for the religious practices of others, refraining
from imposing one’s beliefs on others, and a willingness to offer assistance regardless
of religious background. The application of these values fosters more harmonious social
relationships and creates an environment conducive to living together. Various activities
such as mutual aid, community service, social initiatives, and interfaith collaboration
serve as concrete examples of the implementation of tolerance in community life.

Tolerance also serves as a preventive measure to reduce the likelihood of social
conflicts stemming from religious differences. In a pluralistic society, diversity of
beliefs often becomes a sensitive issue if not addressed wisely. A lack of understanding
of diversity, the rise of intolerant attitudes, and excessive fanaticism can increase the
risk of horizontal conflicts. Therefore, tolerance is a vital instrument in fostering healthy
communication among religious groups so that any differences can be resolved through
dialogue and deliberation. Strengthening the value of tolerance will enhance
understanding, acceptance, and respect for other religious groups, thereby minimizing
the potential for conflict arising from differences in belief (Muis et al., 2024).

Furthermore, religious tolerance makes a significant contribution to supporting a
democratic society that respects human rights. The freedom to embrace and practice a
religion is a fundamental right guaranteed by the constitution and various human rights
instruments. Through the practice of tolerance, every individual has the opportunity to
practice their faith without pressure, intimidation, or discriminatory treatment.
Therefore, tolerance not only reflects social values but also serves as a form of respect
for human dignity and the principle of equal rights. Research on interfaith harmony
indicates that respect for religious freedom is one of the key factors in fostering an
inclusive and just society (Sukandarman & Sofa, 2024).

From a national development perspective, interfaith tolerance makes a significant
contribution to the creation of social stability that supports the implementation of
various development programs. A safe and harmonious society will encourage increased
citizen participation in the fields of education, the economy, health, and socio-cultural
life. Conversely,

conflicts triggered by intolerance can hinder the development process and cause
social and economic losses. On this basis, strengthening the value of tolerance can be
viewed as an important social investment for the sustainability of national development.
Various practices of religious moderation, interfaith dialogue, and interfaith cooperation
developed in Indonesia have even served as examples in various international forums as
models for the peaceful management of diversity.

Factors Influencing Religious Tolerance

The formation of religious tolerance stems from the interaction of various
interrelated factors; thus, it does not emerge spontaneously in society. These factors
contribute to shaping individuals’ perspectives on religious diversity while determining
patterns of interaction with groups holding different beliefs. In a multicultural society
like Indonesia, education, the social environment, intergroup communication, and
government policies are the key elements that play a role in building a culture of

LJGAM Vol. 2, No. 3, July 2026
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license ‘ @ @@ @



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1

tolerance. Success in instilling values of respect for differences depends heavily on
synergy among the community, families, educational institutions, and the government.
a. Education

Education is one of the factors that exerts a significant influence on the
formation of religious tolerance. Through the educational process, individuals gain an
understanding of humanistic values, democracy, human rights, and the importance of
respecting diversity in communal life. Implementing an education system oriented
toward multicultural values and religious moderation helps students understand that
religious differences are a social reality that must be accepted and respected. In addition
to imparting knowledge, education also serves to shape an open, inclusive character
capable of respecting the existence of other groups. Various studies show that
integrating values of tolerance into learning can reduce tendencies toward exclusivity
while enhancing students’ ability to coexist peacefully with individuals of different
faiths.
b. Social Environment

The social environment plays a crucial role in the process of fostering tolerance.
The family, school, and community serve as the primary settings where individuals
learn the norms and values that govern social life. Instilling a respect for diversity from
an early age within the family environment tends to shape individuals who are more
open to differences. Furthermore, the culture of mutual assistance, cooperation, and
solidarity that thrives within society helps strengthen harmonious interfaith relations. A
positive social environment also provides opportunities for individuals to interact
directly with

different groups, thereby reducing the prejudices and negative stereotypes that
often fuel intolerance (Sutrisno, 2024).
c. Intergroup Communication

Intergroup communication among religious groups is a crucial factor in
strengthening religious tolerance. Open and ongoing interactions allow communities to
gain a better understanding of the values, traditions, and religious practices of other
groups. This communication process can reduce misunderstandings that have the
potential to trigger social conflict. One effective form of communication is interfaith
dialogue, which can build mutual trust, strengthen respect for differences, and enhance
cooperation among groups. Various studies show that constructive communication can
strengthen social bonds, increase empathy, and foster better collaboration in community
life.
d. Government Policies

The government plays a strategic role in creating an environment conducive to
the development of interfaith tolerance. Through the formulation of regulations and
public policies, the government can guarantee freedom of religion while protecting
every citizen’s right to practice their faith. In addition, the government also plays a role
in developing various programs that support religious moderation, education on
tolerance, and interfaith dialogue. Policies that are fair, inclusive, and free from
discrimination will increase public trust in the social system while reducing the potential
for conflict caused by religious differences. Therefore, the government’s active role is a
key factor in strengthening social harmony and realizing a harmonious and inclusive
society.
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Challenges in Achieving Religious Tolerance

Although religious tolerance has been recognized as one of the core values in
Indonesian society, its implementation still faces various obstacles. These diverse
challenges are influenced by rapid social change, advances in information technology,
and political and cultural dynamics that affect interfaith relations. If these conditions are
not properly anticipated, social harmony may be disrupted, thereby hindering the
creation of a safe, peaceful, and harmonious society.

One of the most prominent obstacles is the rise of intolerance and radical
ideologies among certain segments of society. Intolerance is reflected in a refusal to
accept the existence of groups with different beliefs, as well as the assumption that only
a specific religion or belief system is considered correct and must be followed by
everyone. In certain situations, these views can escalate into discriminatory actions,
rejection of other groups, and even trigger social conflicts that threaten national unity. A
lack of emphasis on humanistic values, respect for diversity, and dialogue in the
religious education process also contributes to the rise of

intolerant attitudes.

The rise of social media also presents its own challenges in efforts to foster
tolerance. The ease of disseminating information through digital platforms allows
various types of content to spread very quickly, even without undergoing adequate
verification. Information containing hoaxes, hate speech, provocations, or religious
sentiments has the potential to cause misunderstandings and worsen relations between
religious groups. Therefore, digital media—which should be utilized as a tool for
education and communication—can become a vehicle for spreading intolerance if not
balanced by strong digital literacy skills.

A lack of understanding of other religions is also one of the obstacles to fostering
a tolerant society. Limited knowledge and minimal interaction with people of different
faiths often give rise to stereotypes and negative prejudices. These conditions can fuel
the development of exclusionary attitudes that ultimately lead to the rejection of other
groups. To address these issues, efforts to improve literacy regarding diversity and
strengthen interfaith dialogue must continue so that the public develops a more
objective and open-minded understanding of differences.

Another challenge relates to the politicization of religion in social and political
life. The exploitation of religious issues as tools for political gain has the potential to
divide society and intensify social polarization. When religious identity is used as a tool
for political mobilization, society tends to become fragmented along group lines,
thereby weakening the spirit of unity and tolerance. Therefore, a shared commitment is
needed from the government, religious leaders, and all segments of society to ensure
that religious values continue to serve as a moral compass that promotes peace, rather
than as a means to create conflict or division.

Efforts to Enhance Interfaith Tolerance

Strengthening interfaith tolerance requires the joint involvement of various
parties, ranging from the government, educational institutions, religious leaders, civil
society organizations, to the general public. The various efforts undertaken must be
sustainable and encompass various aspects of life so that the values of tolerance are not
merely understood as concepts but also become a culture deeply ingrained in daily life.

One step that can be taken is to strengthen multicultural education and religious
moderation starting from an early age. Education that instills an appreciation for
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diversity can shape students’ characters to be open-minded, inclusive, and capable of
respecting differences. In this regard, schools serve as a strategic environment for
internalizing the values of tolerance through the curriculum, the learning process, and
various forms of social interaction that take place within the educational setting.

In addition to education, interfaith dialogue must be continuously fostered.
Dialogue provides an opportunity for followers of different religions to get to know one
another, exchange views, and build a shared understanding of the importance of living
together peacefully. Such interactions not only broaden the public’s perspective on
diversity but also help reduce prejudice and foster mutual trust among religious groups.

Another equally important effort is to strengthen the implementation of the
values of Pancasila and religious moderation in community life. These values can serve
as a guide in building social relationships based on unity, justice, and respect for
diversity. In addition, the public needs to be encouraged to enhance interfaith
cooperation through community service, social service, humanitarian efforts, and other
community activities that involve all segments of society regardless of religious
background.

Optimizing the role of the media is also a crucial part of supporting increased
tolerance. The media is expected to disseminate information that is educational,
objective, and promotes a culture of peace within society. At the same time, the
government must strictly enforce regulations against various forms of discrimination,
hate speech, and acts of intolerance that have the potential to disrupt social harmony.
Religious leaders also play a vital role in educating the public about the importance of
mutual respect, thereby fostering a harmonious life amid diversity.

Benefits of Interfaith Tolerance

The practice of interfaith tolerance offers wide-ranging benefits for individuals,
society, and the nation. One of the most tangible benefits is the creation of a safe,
peaceful, and harmonious social environment. Mutual respect enables people from
different religious backgrounds to coexist without conflict, discrimination, or hostility.
These conditions create a conducive environment in which every citizen can carry out
social and religious activities with a sense of safety and comfort.

Tolerance also plays a crucial role in mitigating the potential for religiously
motivated conflicts. When communities demonstrate mutual respect and an
understanding of differences, issues tend to be resolved through dialogue, deliberation,
and peaceful approaches rather than confrontational actions. This is a key factor in
maintaining social stability, particularly in a highly diverse country like Indonesia.

Another benefit is evident in the strengthening of national unity and cohesion.
Tolerance fosters the awareness that diversity is a national asset that must be
collectively safeguarded. Thus, society is able to build a strong national identity without
having to sacrifice individual religious identities. In addition to strengthening a sense of
unity, a tolerant attitude also enhances social solidarity and encourages cooperation
among groups in various aspects of life.

Furthermore, religious tolerance makes a significant contribution to the success
of sustainable national development. Societies living in peaceful and harmonious
conditions generally exhibit higher levels of productivity in the economic, educational,
and social spheres. Social stability, maintained through the application of tolerant
values, also serves as a factor that boosts investor confidence, promotes the growth of
public welfare, and accelerates the implementation of national development. Ultimately,
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tolerance strengthens Indonesia’s image as a multicultural nation that successfully
maintains unity amid diversity and serves as a model of harmonious coexistence despite
differences in belief.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the study conducted, it can be concluded that interfaith
tolerance plays a very important role in maintaining harmony in Indonesian society,
which is characterized by a high degree of religious, tribal, cultural, and ethnic
diversity. The practice of mutual respect and appreciation for differences serves as the
foundation for fostering social harmony, strengthening national unity and cohesion, and
minimizing the potential for conflicts triggered by differences in belief. The level of
tolerance in society is influenced by various factors, including education, the social
environment, intergroup communication, and government policies that support inclusive
religious life. Nevertheless, the implementation of tolerance still faces a number of
challenges, such as the rise of intolerance, radicalism, the spread of misinformation, and
the exploitation of religious issues for specific interests. Therefore, synergy is needed
between the government, educational institutions, religious leaders, and all elements of
society to strengthen a culture of tolerance so that a peaceful, harmonious, and mutually
respectful life can continue to be realized amidst Indonesia’s diversity.
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