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Abstrak

Keywords: This study aims to evaluate the quality of multimodal news
Multimodal Literacy, texts in the Grade VII Indonesian Language textbook under
Critical Literacy; the Merdeka Curriculum, focusing on how verbal and visual
elements are integrated and the extent to which the
accompanying assignment instruments foster students’
critical literacy. Using a qualitative descriptive approach
grounded in text evaluation theory and cognitive-level
taxonomy, this study analyzed multimodal news texts and
their accompanying assignment instruments in the Ministry-
published Grade VII textbook, examining verbal-visual
integration and classifying tasks into LOTS, MOTS, and
HOTS categories. The textbook presents news texts through
three media types (print, digital, and audiovisual), but no
activity requires students to compare the same event across
these media. Of the accompanying tasks, 50% fall under
LOTS, 37.5% under MOTS, and only 12.5% under HOTS,
with the sole HOTS activity centered on distinguishing hoax
from factual news. Unlike prior studies that focus on
developing new multimodal media or applications, this study
offers an evaluative mapping of existing textbook material,
showing that multimodal richness does not automatically
translate into critical-literacy-oriented tasks and pointing to
the need for closer alignment between media variety and
higher-order thinking demands in future textbook design.

News Text;
Textbook Evaluation.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of information technology in the 21st century has transformed
the way people access and process information. This transformation has required the
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education sector to adapt, in part by providing new learning materials that are not only
text-based but also incorporate visual elements in a balanced way. In this context, the
concept of multimodality has emerged as a crucial bridge to support students in
understanding written text, interpreting visual messages, and comprehending the overall
content of a text (Hermawan, 2013). Therefore, the presentation of material in the primary
Indonesian language textbook must be carefully designed to align with the objectives of
the Merdeka Curriculum.

The desired condition in the Merdeka Curriculum is the use of textbooks that
incorporate multimodal texts and are linked to media to create meaningful learning
experiences(Nur et al., 2023)The use of multimodal texts is a strategic step toward
updating learning content(Setiyadi, 2020) that has been proven to significantly improve
students’ reading skills (Pratiwi et al., 2025). In the implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum, the use of multimodal texts has become one of the important strategies for
creating learning experiences that are more contextual, interactive, and meaningful.
Through the presentation of texts that combine verbal and visual elements, students are
expected to develop deeper information comprehension skills and enhance their critical
thinking abilities in interpreting various forms of messages conveyed within the text.

In theory, the combination of text and visuals in multimodal texts plays a crucial
role in enhancing students’ comprehension (Zarra et al., 2025.) and also contributes to the
development of overall literacy skills (Kayati, 2022). Multimodal texts can even be
designed by incorporating elements of local culture to reinforce social values for their
readers (Firmansyah, 2019)The arrangement of images and graphic elements in textbooks
must also be well-planned and balanced (Handini et al., 2025) as a result, the images often
serve merely as decorative elements rather than as tools to help students develop their
critical thinking skills in distinguishing between accurate and inaccurate information.

Numerous studies on multimodal texts and text analysis have been conducted
previously by researchers. (Hindriyani et al., 2025)conducted a study to evaluate the use
of multimodal text media to improve students’ reading comprehension skills in news
texts. Meanwhile, (Himmabh et al., 2024). conducted research on the need for interactive
e-module media to help students learn to write news articles. On the other hand, (Panjaitan
et al., 2023)investigated this topic to determine the extent of the impact of a multimodal
approach on students’ ability to recognize various types of non-literary texts.

Technological advances also prompted (Andriansyah et al., 2025) to conduct
research aimed at improving students’ digital literacy skills using mobile apps.
Meanwhile, (Adiyat & Ansari, 2026) focused on developing news text materials using
interactive presentation apps. Furthermore, (Ferdiawan et al., 2026) conducted research
emphasizing the importance of improving teachers’ instructional skills in presenting
multimodal texts in the classroom.

The main difference between previous studies and this study lies in the focus and
object of analysis. While previous studies were largely oriented toward the creation of
new media, applications, or the analysis of social media comments, this study specifically
evaluates the quality of existing multimodal news text material in students’ primary
textbooks. This study aims to clearly map the extent to which the combination of text and
images in the news content of these textbooks meets standards of appropriateness and
fulfills its function in fostering a culture of critical literacy among seventh-grade junior
high school students.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Multimodal texts are texts that combine various modes of communication such
as text, images, color, symbols, audio, and video to construct meaning. According to
Hermawan (2013), the combination of verbal and visual elements helps learners
understand information more effectively. critical literacy is the ability to understand,
analyze, and disseminate information critically. This ability encompasses distinguishing
between fact and opinion and evaluating the accuracy of information, ensuring that
learners do not readily accept information without due consideration.

Indonesian language textbooks under the Merdeka Curriculum (Independent
Curriculum) utilize multimodal texts to make learning more contextual and interactive,
while also supporting the development of learners' critical thinking skills(Nur et al.,
2023).the evaluation of multimodal texts aims to assess the integration of verbal and
visual elements as well as the quality of learning activities. Assessments can employ the
Revised Bloom's Taxonomy, which covers LOTS, MOTS, and HOTS (Nafiati, 2021).
previous studies indicate that multimodal texts can enhance reading skills and support the
learning process (Hindriyani et al., 2025; Himmabh et al., 2024; Panjaitan et al., 2023).
This study differs by focusing on the evaluation of multimodal news texts in Grade VII
Indonesian language textbooks to foster a culture of critical literacy.

RESEARCH METHODS

This study employs a qualitative approach using descriptive methods to evaluate
multimodal news texts and their accompanying assignment instruments, drawing on text
evaluation theory and cognitive levels. Qualitative research is designed to explore and
understand the meanings that certain individuals or groups of people ascribe to social or
humanitarian issues (Creswell 2009:4 dalam kusumastuti et., all 2019). The analytical
tool in this study is text evaluation theory. A qualitative approach was chosen because it
is oriented toward a deep understanding of textual phenomena in their natural context, in
order to comprehensively describe how the visual, verbal, and evaluative components in
the textbook are interrelated. Using a descriptive method, the collected data are not
subjected to statistical testing but are presented narratively to uncover the critical literacy
content embedded in the instructional materials.

A study of multimodal news text material in 7th-grade junior high school
textbooks was chosen as the research subject because, at this stage, students’ learning
marks the starting point of a cognitive transition toward secondary education, where they
must think abstractly and critically when processing information. Furthermore, the news
text material in the Merdeka Curriculum at this level is intentionally designed to move
beyond a linear format—which consists solely of verbal text—and instead integrates
various visual modes in response to the demands of literacy in the digital age.

The data set consists of 7th-grade Indonesian language textbooks published by
the Center for Curriculum and Textbooks, part of the Research and Development Agency
for Books under the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology, located
at Jalan Gunung Sahari Raya No. 4, Central Jakarta. The research data itself consists of
multimodal news texts found in these textbooks, along with the accompanying
assignment instructions or questions. Specifically, the multimodal news texts were
analyzed by measuring indicators of integration between verbal aspects (news text
structure, language, and narrative) and visual aspects (event images, illustrations, graphs,
infographics, layout design, and typography) that form a single unit of meaning.
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Meanwhile, the data in the form of assignment instruments or questions are measured
using cognitive level indicators, which are divided into three levels: LOTS (Lower Order
Thinking Skills), which includes the aspects of recall (C1) and comprehension (C2);
MOTS (Middle Order Thinking Skills), which includes application (C3) and preliminary
analysis; and HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills), which focuses on in-depth analysis
(C4), evaluation (C5), and creation (C6). Based on these indicators, the assignment
instrument can be evaluated in terms of the extent to which the distribution of questions
in the textbook has the potential to stimulate students’ critical literacy.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the evaluative analysis show that the Grade VII Indonesian
Language Textbook presents multimodal news texts through verbal and visual elements.
The data are presented in tables and figures below. The textbook presents news texts from
three types of media: print, digital, and audiovisual. In addition, there are visual elements
in the form of tables and screenshots used to train students' critical literacy.
Figure 1. Example of Print News Text Time to Turn Our Attention to Central
Kalimantan's Fragile Forests p. 113

112 | Eahasa Indonesia | SME Kelss 1

Compare the text of the print news article above with the text of news stories in
online media. Did you find any links to other relevant news articles in that print news
article?

Identify other differences between print and digital news articles. Find a print newspaper
at the school library and compare it with television news. Consult your teacher to find
reliable and credible news sources. Compare the following aspects.

Table 4.5 Comparison of Print and Digital News

No Aspect Print Newspaper Electronic Media
1 Color

2 Column layout

3 The presence of an image

4 Ad placement
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Figure 1 shows the characteristics of print news, which include the headline, date, author,
and accompanying images.
Let's Discuss!
Now, discuss this with your friends and teacher!

1. Why do printed newspapers have a simpler color scheme?

2.Why do printed newspapers contain fewer images?

3. Which do you prefer: printed newspapers or electronic media? Why?

Figure 2. Example of Audiovisual News Transcript " Damage in Bangka Belitung " p.
114-115
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Figure 2. Example of Audiovisual News Transcript " Damage in Bangka Belitung" p.
114-115

Let's discuss!

Discuss with your friends and teachers!

1. What does the opening sentence 'The tin potential contained in the Serumpun Sebalai
region becomes both a blessing and a curse' mean? Explain it in your own words!

2. What facts are presented in the first paragraph that support the opening sentence above?
3. Besides textual facts, what visual facts are presented to support that sentence?

4. Looking at the news transcript above, what features are used by television media to
present information? Why is the news presented in this medium called audiovisual news?

Figure 3. Example of Digital News Text " Clouds Appearing Like a Tsunami Wave "
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Figure 3 presents digital news from National Geographic Indonesia. This news is
equipped with viral video information and expert explanations.

Tabel 4.7 Language Elements in Explanatory News

Find the language elements in the explanatory news "Clouds Appearing Like Tsunami
Waves in Aceh, Here's the BMKG Explanation," then complete the table below with
examples of sentences containing these language elements.
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NO | Language There/Not, give a check or cross | Usage in a
Elements Sentence
1 Simple Sentence
2 Compound
Sentence
3 Chronological
Conjunctions
4 Causal
Conjunctions
5 Pronoun

Figure 4. Comparison of Hoax News and Fa}ctual News p. 125-126
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If you come across news like this about where you live, what would you do? Would you:
1. Immediately forward the news to friends and family in a panic and ask them to spread

it?

2. Forward the news to friends and family and ask whether the news is true?

3. Read the news carefully and check its accuracy before deciding to share it with others?

Now compare the news above with the same news from another source.
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Together with your friends, compare the sources of information in the two news articles

above.

1. Which news article quotes statements from an authoritative source, such as a local

official?

2. Which news article uses data released by an official institution?

3. Which news can you trust more, the first or the second? False news or information is
commonly known as hoaxes. You can avoid hoaxes by paying attention to the following

signs.

Table 4.9 Observing Hoax News

NO | News Title Website Hoax/ Not Explanation
Address

1

2

3

Figure 4 is used in the "Scrutinizing Hoax News" activity. Students are asked to
compare hoax news with factual news from iNews.id.
Tabel 1. Inventory of News Text by Media Type

NO | Media Type Example in Textbook Page
1 Print Media " The Fragile Forests of 113
Central Kalimantan " -
Kompas
2 Digital Media " Tsunami Cloud " - National | 121
Geographic
3 Digital Media " Bili-Bili Dam " — iNews 126
4 Audiovisual Media TVRI News Transcript 114
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However, there is no activity that directly compares one event across the three media.

Table 2. Distribution of Activities Based on Cognitive Level

NO | Category Example of Activity Total Precentage

1 LOTS Identifying ADIKSIMBA | 4 50%
elements

2 MOST Comparing print and 3 37.5%
digital news

3 HOTS "Scrutinizing Hoax 1 12.5%
News" Figure 3

Table 2 indicates that 50% of the activities are still at the LOTS level. Only 12.5% of
the activities train students at the HOTS level.

The results of this study emphasize that multimodality functions as an integrated
framework for meaning-making, rather than merely a choice regarding the mode of
realization. As noted by (Hermawan, 2013), multimodality links verbal and visual
meaning-making processes, enabling readers to transition seamlessly between written text
and images; this principle is clearly evident in the Grade VII textbook, which utilizes
news genres in print, digital, and audiovisual formats (Table 1). This variation reflects
curriculum expectations that learning materials combine multimodal texts with authentic
media (Nur et al., 2023) aligns with recent evidence showing that layered verbal and
visual arrangements enhance students' comprehension of expository and journalistic
content (Zarra et al., 2025) Conversely, the scarcity of activities explicitly comparing the
same event across these three media types suggests that the multimodal design in this
textbook remains at the presentation stage rather than the synthesis stage; this pattern
mirrors findings from recent textbook design research, which observed that visual
elements are often placed side-by-side without being functionally integrated into a single
evaluative task (Handini et al., 2025).

Regarding the distribution of cognitive levels, the findings indicate that half of
the accompanying tasks fall under LOTS (Lower-Order Thinking Skills), while only
12.5% are classified as HOTS (Higher-Order Thinking Skills) a pattern consistent with
recent assessments of Indonesian language textbooks implemented under the Kurikulum
Merdeka (Independent Curriculum). Drawing upon the revised Bloom’s taxonomy which
serves as the basis for text evaluation in this study (Nafiati, 2021) reported a
predominance of questions targeting the comprehension level in Ministry-published
Indonesian language textbooks; similarly, (Febriyani, n.d.) observed a prevalence of
Lower-Order Thinking Skills (LOTS) in commercially published Grade VII literature
textbooks. From the perspective of text evaluation theory, this persistent pattern indicates
that a design dominated by LOTS as noted in the present study is not merely an issue
specific to the analyzed textbooks but represents a structural trend in contemporary
Indonesian language teaching materials; a situation that persists despite the Kurikulum
Merdeka (Independent Curriculum) explicitly emphasizing the importance of higher-
order competencies.

The sole Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) task identified in this study
namely the "Examining Hoax News" task offers a valuable example of critical literacy-
based assessment within the context of multimodal news texts. By encouraging students
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to compare credible sources and cross-verify conflicting reports, the task fosters the kind
of evaluative reading practice that Potter (2022) identifies as the core of media literacy
education. Furthermore, this task aligns with the emphasis found in recent hoax literacy
interventions, which highlight source verification and a critical questioning mindset as
key competencies for combating misinformation (Syahid et al., 2024). However, its
isolated presence within the textbook appearing as just one of the eight tasks analyzed
suggests that this evaluative capability is still viewed as a supplementary exercise rather
than a sustained learning objective fully integrated into the news text material.

Overall, the study’s findings support the notion that multimodal literacy and
critical literacy are mutually reinforcing yet do not always coexist (Hermawan, 2013)
(Kayati, 2022) The mere inclusion of diverse media does not guarantee deep
understanding; without intentional alignment between multimodal experiences and
HOTS-based tasks, alternative media formats and images may serve merely as visual
decoration rather than material for critical analysis a risk anticipated earlier in this study.
This reinforces the view that a proper assessment of multimodal textbook quality must
look beyond the mere presence of such texts and evaluate whether the accompanying
pedagogical tasks are designed to foster the analytical and evaluative skills that these texts
can elicit (Miterianifa et al., 2021).

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that the Grade VII Indonesian language textbook has
successfully integrated multimodal news texts by utilizing three types of media print,
digital, and audiovisual in alignment with the goals of the Kurikulum Merdeka
(Independent Curriculum). However, this multimodal diversity is not matched by
commensurate cognitive challenges: half of the accompanying tasks fall into the Lower-
Order Thinking Skills (LOTS) category, only 12.5% reach the Higher-Order Thinking
Skills (HOTS) level, and no activities encourage students to compare similar events
across different media. These results indicate that critical literacy is still treated as an add-
on rather than an integral part of the textbook's assessment design; thus, visual richness
alone does not guarantee deeper critical engagement. Recommendations for future
textbook revisions include developing additional tasks that explicitly compare
multimodal news texts across various media and increasing the proportion of HOTS-level
questions particularly those requiring evaluation and creation to foster consistent critical
literacy development rather than limiting it to isolated activities. Textbook developers
and educators could also expand literacy practices addressing hoaxes such as "Analyzing
Hoax News" activities into a recurring pedagogical pattern rather than occasional
assignments, while future research could explore the tangible impact of these revisions
on students' critical reading abilities.
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